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CARE & MAINTENANCE OF ALL ABTCO HARDBOARD SIDING & TRIM

(Prefinished, Primed and Unprimed)

gﬁNERA:.: The lu?guﬂons l.l.lg noomnnndlﬁcn;c. bookfm sh::ld be
owed to achleve long stactory performa ABTco hard-
board siding. Procedures whi these recommendations

result in less than adequate performance, and could void your war-
ranty. In situstions where maintenance is grossly inadequate, the effec-
tive service life of the siding can be shortened.

PERIODIC INSPECTION & CARE: The siding should be inspected periodi-
cally with the following routine maintenance performed as necessary:

« Ranail any loose siding or trim.

« Cut back any treas or shrubs that rub against the siding.

« Replace any caulking that has hardened, cracked and/or lost its seal.

« Correct the drainage in any spots where water is retained in contact
with the siding. Long term contact with water may eventually result in
rot and deterioration. ‘

« Avoid regulary wetting the siding with lawn sprinklers since water
in many locales contains rust and/or minerals which may discolor
the siding’s surface. Additionally, this practice can shorten the lite
of the existing paint job, encourage mildew and mold growth, etc.

« Check the condition of the finish in accordance with the guidelines
discussed balow.

WASHING: Depending on climatic and local conditions, the siding may be
subject to occasional accumulations of dirt, dust, etc, To keep the sidm%at-
tractive, periodic washing to remove this dirt and dust may be in order. Use
water to which a moderate amount of household cleaner (such as Soilax or
Spic and S rg\has been added. Apply the solution with a cloth, sponge or
soft brush &% as a car wash brush). As with any deanin? operation, less
stmakln? will result if the siding is washed from bottom to fop. Immediately
follow alt washings by thoroughly rinsing with plain water from a garden hose.
Never use harsh cleansers, abrasives or stro
age the finish, If the discoloration will not wash off, it be a mildew or
fungus growth. Refer to that section balow for treatment. CAUTION: POWER
WASHING NOT RECOMMENDED.

REFINISHING

Frequency: Exterior wall finishes weather most rapidly on those portions of
the building that receive greatest exposure to sun and moisture. Areas receiv-
ing maximum exposure generally will need refinishing sooner than other ar+
eas —sometimes as often as every three years with fiel fied finishes and
near the end of the warmranty period with lactory prefinished sidings. The fre-
quency of refinishing will depend on the climate and exposure, the type, qual-
ity and color of the paint or stain, and on other factors such as the method of
paint application and the number of coats. Repainting is dictated by the de-

ree of wear ot erosion of the old paint. Specifically, reﬁnishlr;geis indicated if
the surface is discolored and blotchy; or if the coaling is cracked, peeling or
scaling, or if the coating appears thin, porous and chalked to a point where it
no longer protects or hides the surface.

Severe paint cracking, fiaking or peeling is not normal paint weathering. Such
problems may be caused by inferior paints, incompatible paints, improper paintin
procedures — such as improper surface preparation, dilution of paints, insuffi-
cient or excessive coverage application on wet surfaces, painting at improper
temperatures — or by improper construction which permits water or water vapor
to reach, condensa, or freeze on the back side of the siding.

It should aiso be undarstood that under the impact of weathering, colors (other
than white) will display some degree of color change during normal aging
process. The degree of chan%e again relates to the exposure severity, the
color itself and the darkness of the color.

Repainting is sometimes performed solely for the purpose of changing the
color of the home. Frequent repainting can resutlt in excessive total paint film
thickness, which may cause problems such as cracking and peeling. On the
other hand, some people are inclined to delay maintenance repainting too
long, which can add substantially to the amount of surface preparation work
required. In cases of g:oss neglect, there may be deterioration of both the
paint and siding such that refinishing cannot be accomplished effectively.

in general, it is recommended that the total coating film thickness be main-
tained at 4 - 5 mils. (.004" - .005"). This typically is considered the equivalent of
three coats of finish (one coat of primer pius two coats of finish paint).

Surface Preparation: The degres and type of surface preparation neces-
sary is dependent on the condition of the old finish. Loase paint material should
be removed by sanding and scraping. In glossy or unweathered areas, it may
be necessary to scuff sand the surfaces so the new finish will properly adhere.
The surface should be cleaned before painting as described in the WASHING
saction above. if mildew or other fungus growth is present, it should be re-
moved before repainting (refer to the section below on this subject).

Repriming: if the old surface is sound (no peeling, cracking, heavy caulking,
etc.) repriming is tyrically not nacessary unless it is recommended by the
painf manufacturer for the top coat chosen. (Sometimes factory prefinished
surfaces also need priming, see below). However, if the base substrate is
exposed and/or if the old primer is exposed, these areas should be reprimed.
Also, if the siding's edges or ends show any slight cracks or

solvents as they may dam-.

fissures, these should be resealed with a primer. Only top quality exterior type
primers are recommendad. The primer used must ba compatible with the cho-
sen top coat and the primer manutacturer recommendations followed in all

Selecting and Applying Top Coat Paints/Staing: These recommendations
daa! with refinishing over fisid-applied top coats. For painting over factory
prefinished sidings, ses the following saction. A good quality paint or stain
that is sultable for use on hardboard siding must be used. Low cost paints are
rarely genuine bargains because thay are usually harder to apply, do not cover
well and do not last as long as good quality materials. Also, the finish chosen
should be compatible with the existing oid finish. In ganeral, good quality exte-
rior acrylic latex paints are recommended. See the following section for guide-
lines on sslecting a top quality acrylic latex. Satin or gloss oiVatkyd paints are
also : , &S are opaque acrylic latex stains (for textured products only).
’!Mfollowm&bpcoau nts/stains) are not recommended: shake and shingle
paints, fiat ofl or alkyd paints and stains, vinyl acetate (PVA), vinylacrylic or
vinyl acetate/acrytic copolymer paints and stains, semi-transparent stains, clear
coatings. Many of these hon-recommended top coats have short service lives,
require frequent refinishing, inadequately protect the siding, or are directly
detrimental to the siding. The finish coat of paint or stain should be applied in
accordance with the recommendations of the paint manufacturer with strict
attention given to proper coverage instructions, temperature at time ot paint-
ing and other specific requirements. Again, special attention should be given
gj ends and edges to insure complete coverage and protection of these criti-
areas.

FINISHING OVER FACTORY PREFINISHED SIDING: Maintenance paint-
ing should be a lished before the factory applied coating has reached
an advanced stage of deterioration — see “Frequency” Section. For washing,
surface preparation and repriming (if necessary), ses the appropriate sec-
tions above. i is recommended that only top quality exterior acrylic latex paints
be used for painting over tactory prefinished surfaces. The non-recommanded
finishes in the previous section should not be used over prefinished siding
either. In addition, avoid the use of oil or alkyd paints, or stains of any type.

Below are son;guidelines which should be followed in selecting a “top quality”
acrylic latex product. While these criteria cannot guarantee the paint's quality,
this use wilt diminish the probabiiity of selecting an undesirable product,

« Determine if the paint has a warmanty, Paints with strong warranties
are usually better parfformers
* Ascertain the paint manufacturer's reputation, Nationa! brands are
usually more reliable.
« Considar where the paint ranks in the manufacturer's line. Buy onty
top-of-the-line products. :
» Total solids in the paint should be 50 - 60% by weight.
« White paint should contaln 17 - 25% titanium dioxide by weight.
¢ Light, medium and deep tint base paints should contain about 15%,
8% and 2% titanium dioxide by weight.
« Factory mixed colors are generally better than store tinted colors
» The paint should contain 15 - 25% acrylic resin. Avoid paints with
vinyl, PVA or vinyl acetate resins.
* The paint should contain an effective mildewcide. .
For best adhesion of the new paint, new siding should be altowed to weather
through one summer before repainting. If this is not possible, either (1) apply
a top quality exterior alkyd primer before applying a compatible acrylic latex
aint or (2) use an exterior acrylic latex paint which is described as sell-prim-
ing and/or alkyd modified. Since adhesion may develop slowly over the fac-
torty pmf‘igldshed coating, repaint only when dry, warm weather without dew is
anticipated. :

MILDEW AND OTHER FUNGUS GROWTH: Mildew is an airbome fungus
which attaches to and grows on various surfaces including paint. it often gives
a dirty, streaked appearance on a painted surface which ars to be dirt, A
simple confirmatory test for mildew is to ptace a drop of 5% lorite solu-
tion {common household bleach) on the stained area. Mildew will bleach out
in 1 - 2 minutes, dirt will not bleach. Other fungus growths, such as molds, are
more easily recognized since they are thicker, mora dense, and range in color
from green to brown to black. .

Mildew and other fungus ?rowths must be kilied and removed whenever they
are detected, but especially before repainting since they will grow through a
new paint job. This is typically accomplished by scrubbing the infected surface
thorz\;:ghly with the following solution:
d cup TSP (trisodium phosphate) - available in paint or hardware

stores

1/3 cup detergent containing no ammonia (Liquid detergent)

1 quart 5% sodium hypochlorite (Household bleach)

3 quarts warm water or enough to make one galion

ft is advisabie to wear rubber gloves and goggles when applying the solution. The
siding should ba scrubbed with a fairly soft brush, then rinsed thoroughly with frash
water. The solution shoukd not be splashed on shrubbery or grass. ,

i conditions are right for a new set of mold spores ta start growing, anothar
infestation may appear in a few days or weeks. Soon after the surface has
been cleaned and has dried, a mildew resistant paint recommended by the
paint manufacturer should be applied.
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